
Breast Center
New minimally invasive techniques enable the 
trained surgeon to remove breast cancer 
while still preserving the woman’s breast
Through the Breast Center at Alaska Surgical 
Oncology, we focus on educating women for 
early detection of breast lumps. 
 For example, as a community service 
we print and distribute to Alaskans a free 
Healthquest Guidebook that addresses early 
detection of many cancers, and explains 
how a woman can routinely check herself for 
abnormal lumps. 
 Many times, breast lumps can be 
benign. “New advanced technology related 
to 3D Mammography diagnostic tests can 
be extremely helpful in ruling out false 
positives.” explains Dr. Charles Portera. “When 
breast cancer is suspected and ultimately 
diagnosed, the goal of the Breast Center 
at Alaska Surgical Oncology is to surgically 
remove any tumor or cancer while at the 
same time preserving the natural appearance 
of the breast.”
 Breast surgery can sometimes be an 
unavoidable part of the treatment plan 
with breast cancer. In lumpectomy (and 
quadrantectomy), only a part of the affected 
breast is removed.  In other cases, mastectomy 
may be necessary. Mastectomy involves 
removing all of the breast tissue, sometimes 

along with other nearby tissues. With Axillary 
Lymph Node Dissection, some of the axillary 
lymph nodes (underarm) may be removed 
and looked at under the microscope.

About breast-conserving surgery (BCS)
 With breast-conserving surgery, Dr. 
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Portera removes only a part of the breast 
depending on the size and place of the tumor 
and other factors.  The removed tissue from 
surgery is then examined by microscope for 
cancer cells close to the edges to ensure the 
entire tumor has been removed. 
 For those women needing extensive 
surgery to remove breast cancer, Dr. Portera 
teams with a plastic surgeon for the best 
possible breast reconstruction, either at the 
same time, or through a subsequent surgery.  
 “Our ultimate goal is to help the woman 
through the journey past breast cancer,” 
explains Dr. Portera. “With new techniques, 
we are now more able to preserve breast 
tissue during cancer surgery, and where 
necessary, provide cosmetic reconstruction 
to restore the natural appearance of the 
woman’s breast. This all requires a specialized 
approach and a focus on breast cancer care.” 
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ABOUT ALASKA SURGICAL ONCOLOGY
We believe Alaskans deserve access to the best 
cancer care available. Alaska Surgical Oncology 
is based on the campus of Providence Hospital 
in Anchorage, with a satellite office in Soldotna. 
Our cancer specialty practice includes fellowship 
trained expert Charles Portera, MD. We take an 
aggressive and proactive approach to cancer, 
helping our patients to regain a normal life 
through the most advanced, minimally invasive 
surgical techniques.

WE CARE FOR:
•  Breast Cancer
•  Colorectal Cancer
•  Esophageal Cancer

•  Pancreatic Cancer
•  Stomach Cancer
•  Liver Cancer
•  Skin Cancer

Appointments: 907-868-2075
Online resource for treatment options at 

AlaskaSurgicalOncology.com

Charles Portera, MD
Board-Certified in General surgery 
Fellowship-trained in surgical oncology & Cancer Biology
Charles Portera, MD, is a board-certified general surgeon with more than 20 years 
of experience in the surgical removal of cancer. he is fellowship- trained in surgical 
oncology and cancer biology — the highest level of 
medical training in the U.s. 
 Dr. Portera spent most of his medical career 
in Chattanooga, tennessee where he was referred 
patients with tumor diagnoses. Dr. Portera received 
his undergraduate degree and medical degree 
from the University of tennessee. he completed his 
fellowship in surgical oncology and cancer biology at 
the prestigious MD anderson Cancer Center, which is 
one of the top cancer referral centers in the world. this 
training makes Dr. Portera well qualified to deal with 
the surgical removal of cancerous tumors. Dr. Portera 
has done more than 10,000 successful cancer surgeries over his career.
 In light of a busy surgical practice, Dr. Portera at age 49 had a true calling and 
desire to live and work in one of his favorite places in the world-alaska.  he is excited 
about being able to share his professional expertise and passion for cancer care with 
alaskans. Dr. Portera relocated to anchorage, alaska in 2014 with his wife Melissa of 
over 20 years of marriage, and their three children Carol ann, Mary, and luke.
 Dr. Portera is on staff at Providence alaska Medical Center and alaska regional 
hospital in anchorage. Dr. Portera’s goal is to provide the most advanced surgical 
oncology care for alaska residents.
 Dr. Portera looks forward to being a part of the alaska medical community, and 
welcomes other physicians to contact him directly for referral of oncology patients, or 
to confer with him on surgical oncology cases that they may have in their practice.
 Dr. Portera is a professional member of the american College of surgeons (Fellow), 
society of surgical oncology, american society of Clinical oncology, southeastern 
surgical Congress, alaska Chapter of the american College of surgeons, and the 
alaska state Medical association. Dr. Charles Portera’s honors and awards include 
outstanding teacher in surgical rotation, resident of the Year, and that he presented 
in the Gold Medal Forum section of the 64th annual Meeting of the southeastern 
surgical Conference

PaM KoVe, Ms, Pa-C
Certified Physician assistant
Pam Kove is a certified Physician assistant. she is a graduate of University of Illinois 
and worked for five years in Chicago with a busy 
surgical practice, assisting in surgical procedures 
and coordinating patient care. after that, she was a 
Physician assistant at Brigham & Women’s hospital 
in Boston where she provided multidisciplinary care 
of complex oncology patients and assisted in surgery 
related to these cancer patients. at alaska surgical 
oncology, she assists with surgery, provides patient 
education and coordinates treatment plans for patients. 
If surgery is necessary, she helps patients understand 
pre-surgical preparation and post-surgical instructions 
for a successful recovery.

As a community service, 
Alaska Surgical Oncology 
distributes a free 
Healthquest Guidebook 
for early detection and 
screening of most cancers. 
We also will send to a 
primary care provider office 
an anatomical model that 
can be helpful in educating 
women about breast 
cancer detection and 
treatment alternatives. Call 
907-868-2075 to request. 


